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COVID-19 CASES
 Cases Recovered Deaths

Alpena 970 230 25
Presque Isle 482 106 9
Montmorency 268 59 8
Alcona 285 51 11
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771 
vaccine 
doses 
given

By JULIE RIDDLE
News Staff Writer

ALPENA — As of Tuesday, 771 
doses of coronavirus vaccine had been 
given in Northeast Michigan counties, 
according to the most current state data 
available Friday.

That includes 508 doses given in 
Alpena Coun-
ty, 133 in 
Presque Isle 
County, 45 in 
Montmorency 
County, and 
85 doses in 
Alcona Coun-
ty.

Statewide, 
86,626 doses 
had been given 
as of Tuesday, 
according to 
the state data.

Meanwhile, two more Northeast 
Michiganders died after being infected 
with the coronavirus, public health offi-
cials said Thursday, including one Alpe-
na County resident and one Presque Isle 
County resident.

Public health officials on Thursday 
reported 32 newly infected Northeast 
Michiganders, including six Presque 
Isle County residents, 22 Montmorency 
County residents, and four Alcona Coun-
ty residents.

For the second day in a row, the cumu-
lative number of infected Alpena Coun-
ty residents fell, dropping by 15 since 
Wednesday. 

District Health Department No. 4 offi-
cials could not be reached for comment. 
In the past, such inconsistencies were a 
result of incorrect information keyed in 
at the state level.

A return to normal?

Photo Illustration by Justin A. Hinkley
This collage of News archive photos shows an image of MidMichigan Medical Center-Alpena surgeon Tom Thornton receiving 
the coronavirus vaccine on Dec. 16, making him the first in the region to be vaccinated, superimposed over a scene from the 2019 
July 4 parade in Alpena. The rollout of the vaccine could mark the return of normalcy — and things like crowded parades —to 
Northeast Michigan in 2021.

News Staff Writers

ALPENA — If May 8, 1945 is known as VE Day to mark 
allied victory in Europe and Aug. 15, 1945 VJ Day for the day 
victory was declared in Japan, Dec. 14, 2020 may forever be 
known as VV Day, the day victory was declared over the virus 
that sickened and killed millions and upended the world economy.

That was the day the U.S. Food and Drug Administration au-
thorized emergency use of the first coronavirus vaccine and doses 
began rolling out, drawing the starting line of America’s — and 
Northeast Michigan’s — long race back to normal.

Beyond the virus, here in the Alpena region, a number of big 
events — from court battles to major development projects — are 
expected to come to a close in 2021. 

And the long-term effects of the virus — if there are any — 
will come into focus.

Here’s a look at some of the biggest stories to watch in 2021.
THE END OF THE PANDEMIC?

Northeast Michigan’s VV Day was Dec. 16, the day a needle 
plunged into MidMichigan Medical Center-Alpena surgeon Tom 
Thornton, the first person in Northeast Michigan to receive the 
coronavirus vaccine.

The vaccine is being rolled out on a priority list, with those 
who will administer the vaccine getting it first, followed by other 
health care workers and first responders, then those in nursing 

homes and others with preexisting conditions that put them at the 
greatest risk of serious illness if they’re exposed to the virus.

As of Tuesday, the most recent day data was available, 771 
doses of coronavirus vaccine had been distributed across Alpena, 
Presque Isle, Montmorency, and Alcona counties, according to 
state data. Nearly 87,000 doses had been administered statewide.

The general population was expected to get vaccinated by 
spring or summer, but there are logistical hurdles to getting there, 
especially in Northeast Michigan.

The currently approved vaccines have to be administered in two 
rounds weeks apart, and it’ll be challenging for public health of-
ficials to keep track of who’s gotten the first dose and then track 
down those people to ensure they get their second. The vaccines 
also have to be stored in super-cold refrigerators, which are scarce 
Up North, forcing doses to be regularly hauled up from downstate.

Added to that, a coronavirus mutation has been discovered in 
America. Pharmaceutical companies expect the vaccine to work 
against the mutant virus, but they’re researching now to make 
sure.

Despite those hurdles, the vaccine rollout — reached in record 
time for drug developers — provided the first glimpse of the end 
of the pandemic. 
WINFIELD, MACK CASES CONTINUE

The new year may finally see the trial of Heather Winfield, a 
former Alpena Public Schools teacher accused of an inappropriate 
relationship with a student. 

Attorneys and a visiting judge spent much of 2020 working to 

Important stories we’re 
watching in 2021

Coronavirus, see Page 2A

2021, see Page 3A

‘Changed our lives’
By JULIE RIDDLE

News Staff Writer

ALPENA — The morning Alpena waitress 
Danielle Franzoni got the tip that changed her 
life, her neighbor’s house burned down.

A mother of two, with another on the way, 
Franzoni was in the middle of court battles to get 
her daughters back after kicking an addiction that 
cost her kids, her home, and her hope.

When two customers on Dec. 29, 2019 left 
behind a receipt marked “Happy New Year — 
2020 tip challenge,” indicating a $2,020 tip on a 
$23 bill, Franzoni was speechless.

“They have no idea how much they changed 
our lives,” Franzoni said a year later, surrounded 
by her daughters in the living room of their Alpe-
na County home. “No idea.”

***

The feel-good story of Franzoni’s tip, left by a 
Petoskey couple who wish to remain anonymous, 
quickly made its way to national journalists, who 
noticed Franzoni’s story in The Alpena News.

In a flash of unexpected fame, Franzoni within 
days was interviewed by “Good Morning Ameri-
ca”, and her story appeared in major outlets from 
NPR to People Magazine.

News of her tip set off a nationwide spree of 
generosity that marked a bright point in a some-
times dismal year. Days after the 2020 tip chal-
lenge hit newsstands, musician Donnie Wahberg 
left a $2,020 tip of his own at a Chicago-area 
restaurant, citing Franzoni’s story as his inspira-
tion.

Following his lead, car magnates, inspirational 
News Photo by Julie Riddle

Surrounded by her daughters Savannah, Neveah, and baby Amayah in their 
new Alpena County home, waitress Danielle Franzoni, right, celebrates the 
family that’s been brought together with the help of a generous tip at the 
start of 2020. Tip, see Page 2A

THE YEAR AHEAD

YOUR NEIGHBORS

CORONAVIRUS

How a $2,020 tip helped a waitress get back on track

Vaccine 
doses given
The number of 

coronavirus vaccines 
administered in each 
county as of Tuesday:
Alpena: 508
Presque Isle: 133
Montmorency: 45
Alcona: 85

Source: State data
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attorneys

for more information, contact:

Household used an attorney in the past year 
(469,188)

Newspapers – 315,647
(Read a daily, Sunday or non-daily, print or digital newspaper, or visited a newspaper website in the past week)67.3%

56.1% Radio – 263,128
(Listened to morning drive radio)

Television – 273,564
(Watched morning or evening local news)58.3%

Social Media – 375,785
(Used Internet for social networking)80.1%

Magazines – 96,772
(Read local magazines)20.6%

Sources:  2020 Release 1 Nielsen Scarborough Report.  Copyright 2020 Scarborough Research.  All rights reserved.; AudienceSCAN®. 
DMAs measured Detroit, Grand Rapids, Flint.

At-home consultation1

TOP 5 ATTENTION GRABBERS

Attract more attention to your ad 
by including details about:

Courtroom experience2
Free consultation3 Collaborative 

methods4
Financial planning 
services5

PEAK SALES MONTHS:

october  november
december

marketingstrategies
Over 80% of attorneys in the U.S. get most of

their clients from within a 10-mile radius of
their office.

Research indicates clients will increasingly
seek firms with a specific specialty, such
as divorce, home purchase, trust or estate
managment.

An industry survey revealed that client
entertainment and client educational
seminars are effective marketing strategies.

Newspapers are 
Judged as the Best

LEGAL SERVICES CLIENTS ARE:

42%more likely to respond to a newspaper ad in
the past 30 days. 

56%more likely than the average person to read a
newspaper 6 to 7 days a week.

60%
more likely to respond to believe that 
newspapers are a valuable source of content
they can’t find anywhere else.

Michigan

The Alpena News
130 Park Place

Alpena, MI 49707
989-354-3111

www.thealpenanews.com



Serving 4 Counties
Alliance for Audited Material audited figures as of September 2019 were Monday - 
Friday 6,460 and Saturday 7,048. The Alpena News services Alpena, Alcona, Iosco, 
Montmorency and Presque Isle Counties.

The Shoppers’ eXpress is distributed to over 13,500 households and distribution sites 
in Alpena, Presque Isle, Alcona and Montmorency Counties.

Circulation
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Pa rtsDep a rtm en t:M o n -Fri 8:3 0-5 ,S a t 9-2

YOUNG’SYOUNG’S INSIDE

Prices stated on TVs in this ad are the sale price. No further discounts. Please visit youngapplianc e.com for appliance and electronic values or visit the store on U.S. 23 south to view merchandise an d speak to one of our sales professionals.
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SALE!
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HAVE ARRIVED!Haier, LG, and our best selling  FRIGIDAIRE’s.  Window models • Portable models Casement models Through the wall models...  get em while they’re  COLD and YOU’RE HOT.
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DAYSDAYS

OF OUR
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LAST DAY
 FOR OURGARAGE SALE!

FINAL  CLOSEOUT!
$795

VERY U N IQ UE! Yo u ’re go in g to   w a n t o n e!!!

S A VE
$200

B ro il K in g K eg 5 000 Reg. $999

 G RILL • B AK E • SM O K E

B o n u s 
 G a zebo w ith  Pu rch a se! ($129 Va lu e)

ONLY
2 LEF T !

M a ttresses a s lo w a s
 $88

M a ttresses so ld  in sets.  All sizes ava ila ble.

Refrigera to rs Clea ra n ce $599
S a ve $25 0 N o w ! W h ile su pplies la st. B o xed  

 $129

Seren a ta   Um brella  Ligh t Clea ra n ce Price
ONLY
$37
W a s $229

S A VE
$1 9 2

Get an  LG Visa  ® Prepaid Card w orth up to $400 by m ail-in  rebate or on lin e at w w w .acbin centives.com /LGProm otion s w he n you purchase 

 four (4) eligible LG K itchen  M ajor Applian ces from  participatin g retailers 7/17/16 through 10/29/16. 2

2Rebate in form  of a Visa prepaid card at m ost stores; card issued by M etBan k®, M em ber FDIC. Term s an  d expiration  apply - see rebate form  for details.

M an u facturer’s in centive valid July 17, 2016 - O ctober 29, 2016

 Reg. $199 S A VE
$7 0

5cu  ft.
 Freezer

 $169
 W a s $229

S A VE
$60!

•Ad ju sta ble tem p  co n tro l
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130 P ARK PLACE • ALPENA , MI

 Saturday, August 20, 2016 • Volume 19 No. 49

 Reaching Over 20,000 Homes 
 in 4 Counties...EVERY SATURDAY! FREEFREEFREE

  Alpena 
  News Home Single Non Shoppers’
 Zip Saturday Delivery Copy Sub. eXpress  
  
Zone I Total 826 564 262 646 1472
Hawks 49743 76 61 15 52 128
Millersburg 49759 29 17 12 21 50
Onaway 49765 74 21 53 26 100
Posen 49776 180 125 55 100 280
Rogers City 49779 467 340 127 447 914

Zone II Total 4706 3538 1168 5309 10015
Alpena 49707 3380 2462 918 3806 7186
Herron 49744 45 0 45 57 102
Hubbard Lake 49747 374 319 55 368 742
Lachine 49753 208 168 40 354 562
Ossineke 49766 360 295 65 424 784
Presque Isle 49777 339 294 45 300 639

Zone III Total 304 143 161 525 829
Atlanta 49709 57 12 45 0 57
Hillman 49746 247 131 116 525 772

Zone IV Total 485 362 123 699 1184
Barton City 48705 41 21 20 10 51
Black River 48721 23 23 0 42 65
Harrisville 48740 145 100 45 189 334
Lincoln 48742 142 109 33 259 401
Mikado 48745 50 30 20 105 155
Oscoda 48750 9 9 0 0 9
Spruce 48762 75 70 5 94 162
TOTAL  6321 4107 1714 7179 13500
      
Mail  128
Digital  307
 
TOTAL CIRCULATION NEWSPAPER    6756 EXPRESS 13500
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Digital Dominance

By Website:
Monthly Visitors
88,178

By iPhone/Android App:
124,537

By Digital Newsletter: 
Headlines from The Alpena News
2,080 Subscribers

CONNECT WITH YOUR POTENTIAL
Searching over 70,569 jobs posted in the last 30 days

• TOTAL TALENT REACH •

HIRE FASTER, BETTER & FOR LESS
WITH THE PERFORMANCE - BASED JOB POSTING THAT 

REACHES QUALIFIED TALENT ACROSS THE WEB!

CONTACT YOUR SALES REPRESENTATIVE TODAY!
Learn more about our posting packages & start taking advantage of 

new ways to post your job ads.

The go to 
source of emailed 

news & more

Ask how to 
feature your 

business here.

Target by:
 location, time 

& more
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About this special section
This is now the second installment of Progress, which we aim to be an annual feature examining the trends, entrepreneurs, and ordinary workers that drive Northeast Michigan’s 

economy (check out Progress 2019 stories at TheAlpenaNews.com).
This year, we considered tackling the undeniable effect the coronavirus pandemic had on local businesses in 2020. It hurt all of them in one way or another. It changed the way 

many operated. It killed some of them. 
But we decided against that topic, which had been covered extensively in the news pages of this paper and which we know is but a blip in the long line of success of Northeast 

Michigan businesses.
So, instead, this section aims to discuss the things that make Northeast Michigan’s economy unique, examining the types of industries we offer the world and the people who make 

those industries hum. We hope you enjoy it.
— Justin A. Hinkley, managing editor

2020

TRUE NORTH
PART ONE:

What drives the economy in northern Michigan?

Up North is a feeling
News Photo by Steve Schulwitz

Truck drivers, like the one seen in this recent photo, drive around the state as much as anyone and differ in opinion on where Up North begins. Some say it is in the West Branch 
area, while others say it is when you come over the Mackinac Bridge into the Upper Peninsula.

By ALYSSA OCHSS 
Alpena News Intern 

Northern Michigan’s climate, geography, and natural 
resources provide the perfect atmosphere for specific types 
of industry to thrive. 

Here’s a look at what works Up North, and some of the 
companies pushing the economy:
CEMENT

LaFarge North America, in Alpena, is one of the main 
cement companies in the region. It was founded about 106 
years ago, according to an online pamphlet by the compa-
ny, and has been going strong ever since. 

Jeffery Scott, Alpena plant manager, said the resources 
in the region help to build the industry up. 

“One of the biggest drivers for any cement plant was 
having the resources available,” Scott said. “And, thanks to 
Northeast Michigan, we have wonderful stone resources. 
This is the most pure limestone in the Midwest.” 

Scott said LaFarge finds new ways to reduce the plant’s 
carbon footprint, including reusing tires and other materials 
from big power plants that would usually go to a landfill. 

CONCRETE

The Besser Co. has been in business for over 100 years 
and continues to push the concrete industry.

According to the company’s website, the company was 
founded by Herman Besser in 1904. He was a German 
immigrant attracted to the Midwest because of its lumber 
and farming industries. During his life, he worked in the 
lumber and cement industries before opening his concrete 
company with his son, Jesse. 

Today, the company headquarters is located in Alpena 
and is the center of the concrete industry on the 45th Par-
allel. 
FORESTRY

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the 
northern Lower Peninsula accounts for 37% of Michigan’s 
forests. The Upper Peninsula accounts for 45% and the 
southern Lower Peninsula accounts for 18%. According 
to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Alcona 
and Montmorency counties have commercial land while 
Alpena and Presque Isle counties don’t.

What works, see Page 3C

By STEVE SCHULWITZ
News Staff Writer

ALPENA — Michiganders have for many years debated 
where Up North begins, and opinions vary on that question 
today.

Some say it is when communities become fewer and far-
ther in between, while others say it is when traffic on major 
expressways and highways begins to thin.

Still others say Up North begins when industry shifts 
from more manufacturing and commercial operations to ag-
riculture and tourism.

A U.P. Supply Co. study figures that, if the state is mea-
sured from its farthest landmasses to the north and south, 
the center of the state would run along a line between Al-
cona and Iosco counties and the southern border of Grand 
Traverse County.

That study also concluded that, if you measure the 
most-northern and most-southern part of the state border, 
from Indiana and Ohio all the way to Lake Superior, Up 
North would begin close to the 45th Parallel, which crosses 
through the Alpena area.

David Lorenz, vice president for Travel Michigan at 
Michigan Economic Development Corp., said Up North dif-
fers in the eye of the beholder. He said he figures the north 
begins where I-75 and M-55 intersect in the West Branch 
area because there you begin to see a transition in econo-

mies from heavy manufacturing to seasonal tourism.
“Places north of Cadillac or West Branch are where peo-

ple go to often go for long weekends and to enjoy the out-
doors,” he said. 

He said communities in the north depend on those visi-
tors year-round, much more than downstate cities that have 
more diverse business climates.

“These are places where people go to enjoy traditional 
activities, whether that is in the summer or to ski or snow-
mobile,” Lorenz said. “The Up North feeling isn’t really 
measured in where it is geologically, but rather it is a feeling 
or a state of mind that communities in the north provide.”

Mike Mahler, Alpena Area Chamber of Commerce eco-

nomic development director, agreed with Lorenz that M-55 
is where the center of the state ends and the north begins. 
Not only do roads shift from three lanes to two on the ex-
pressway, but that is where people from the more populated 
areas in southern Michigan choose to spend much of their 
time during the year.

“That is where it seems tourism begins to be an important 
factor to communities and where people buy second homes, 
cottages, or hunting camps,” Mahler said. “South of that, 
you get large corporations like Dow Chemical and smaller 
businesses that support them that provide many jobs. When 

Economic, traffic shifts demark northern sector of state, experts say

Up North, see Page 8C

“When you get farther north, you get more  tourism and retail-based 
economies, with some industrial and manufacturing sprinkled in.”

MIKE MAHLER,
Alpena Area Chamber of Commerce

WHAT WORKS HERE? 

News Photos by Alyssa Ochss
The world headquarters for the Besser Co. is located 
in Alpena.
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Class of 2020

Abby Muller
Graduate of

Interlochen Arts Academy

Daughter of
JoAnne Muller 
& Eric Muller

Class of 2020

Emma Fitch
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Class of 2020

Ethan Todd 
Lipski

Graduate of
Alpena High School

Son of
Todd and 

Crissy Lipski

Class of 2020

Gavin Reed
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Son of
Mike Reed and 
Jessi Black Reed

Class of 2020

George 
Boden Jr.
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Son of
George and 

Annetta Boden

Class of 2020

Griffin Sexton
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Son of
Susan Riedlinger 

and Shawn Sexton

Class of 2020

Hannah Schultz
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Daughter of
Bob & LeAnn 

Schultz

Class of 2020

Connie Fluharty
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Daughter of
Lisa & Rick 

Fluharty

Class of 2020

Danielle 
Schackmann

Graduate of
Alpena High School

Daughter of
Deb and Dan 
Schackmann

Class of 2020

Devon Villeneuve
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Son of
Katrina Villeneuve 
and Scott Isaacson

Class of 2020

Drew Booth
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Son of
Mike and  

Sara Booth

Class of 2020

Elizabeth 
Kieliszewski

Graduate of
Alpena High School

Daughter of
Jim & Amy 

Kieliszewski

Class of 2020

Brady Oliver
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Son of
Chris and 

Kathy Oliver

Class of 2020

Brandon Klimczak
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Grandson of
Keith and Rosemary 

Klimczak

Class of 2020

Breana Carroll
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Daughter of
Steve and 

Shana Carroll

Class of 2020

Brett Ciupka
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Son of
Jeff and Kristin 

Ciupka

Class of 2020

Caitilin Marie Allen
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Daughter of
Brian & Jill 

Allen

Class of 2020

Cassidy Beach
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Daughter of
Chris & 

Martha Beach

Class of 2020

Abbie Funk
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Daughter of
Nathan and 

Debbie Funk

Class of 2020

Abigail Adams
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Daughter of
Rob & Shawn 

Adams

Class of 2020

Allie Funk
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Daughter of
Nathan and 

Debbie Funk

Class of 2020

Bobby Stage Jr.
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Son of
Melody Lasik and 

Bobby Stage Sr.

Class of 2020

Brady Alexander 
DeRosia

Graduate of
Alpena High School

Son of
Amy DeRosia 

and Ira Wirgau

I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E

Class of 
2020!

Class of 2020

Breanna Headley
Graduate of

Sault St. Marie 
High School

Daughter of
Shannon Headley 
and Roy Headley

Class of 2020

Alyssa Gapske
Graduate of

Delta College

Daughter of
Al and Melissa 

Gapske

Class of 2020

Emeline Hanna
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Daughter of
Dr. Brian & 

Belinda Hanna

Class of 2020

Emma 
Dockrill
Graduate of

Alpena High School

Daughter of
Lisa Dockrill

Class of 2020

Gage Tippman
Graduate of

Venice Florida High School

Son of
Brian and 

Michele Tippman

Class of 2020

Gavin LaHousse
Graduate of

Skyline High School

Son of
Shane and  

Cindi LaHousse

Class of 2020

Lars Johnson
Graduate of

Kingsley High School

Son of
Gail & Reed 

Johnson
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In these uncertain times it's good to know your 
local stores, shops, restaurants,  and retailers are 

still here for you. Shop Local! 

With so many of your favorite shops in one 
convenient place  to celebrate the season, there’s 

simply no better place to
Christmas Shop in Northeast Michigan!
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WE COVER IT ALL - 360˚ REACH

2 col. x 3 in.

2 col. x 2 in.

Frequency BRAND advertising that uses small space 
ads allowing you to consistently invite and welcome 
our readers to do business with you, while promoting 
your products and services several times per week in 
print and online for a third of the cost.

WEEKLY PRODUCTS
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR

As Selected By Their School’s Administrative Staff

ALPENA

HUNTER 
BALLOR
Grade: 11
Career Pathway: Veterinarian
Parents: Shawn & Gail Ballor

Hobbies and interests: Riding and showing horses, 4-H 
member, dance, figure skating and running.

Post graduate plans: I am in the Alpena Early College 
Program and once I earn my Associates Degree, I will 
transfer to Michigan State University in the veterinary 
program.

“Local” hero or mentor: Zina Sommerfeld, because she’s 
taught me so much - not only about horses, but life in 
general. She’s always been there for me and she’s some-
one I truly look up to.

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: To end bullying in schools. When stu-
dents are bullied at a young age, it can create so many 
challenges in adulthood and life.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: The outdoors and 
all Michigan offers!

2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

ALCONA

MASON 
CLARK
Grade: 12
Career Pathway:
Industrial Engineering
Parents: Wendy Lucas & Chad Clark

School Activities: Football & Basketball.

Hobbies and interests: Sports and video 
games.

Post graduate plans: Go to college.

“Local” hero or mentor: Jason Somers.

If I could make the world better by chang-
ing one thing, it would be: To give everyone 
a chance at higher education without the cost.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Being 
able to have easy access to the lake.

WINDOW & DOOR OF HARRISVILLE
NORTHEASTERN

LUMBER • ROOFING • SIDING
HARDWARE • RENTAL

345 North US Hwy. 23 • 1 Mile N. of M-72 • 989-724-6393

ALPENA

SAWYER 
HAUGERUD
Grade: 10
Career Pathway: Optometrist
Parents: Mark & Brydi Haugerud

Hobbies and interests: Art, fishing, reading and being with 
my friends.

Post graduate plans: I hope to be accepted into the Early 
College Program and later transfer to Michigan State Univer-
sity and then Ferris State University.

“Local” hero or mentor: I actually have two...Emma Gen-
try, because she has been so successful and driven with her 
hockey career, but remains humble, kind and caring which is 
such an inspiration to all. Also Emma Strong, who is one of 
the most positive, fun and kind people I’ve ever met. They’ve 
both always been there for me and have an amazing out-
look on life. I aspire to be like both of these amazing young 
women..

If I could make the world better by changing one thing, 
it would be: To end negativity and alleviate the pressure of 
people feeling they have to be perfect because that’s the bar 
social media sets.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: The lakes!

WINDOW & DOOR
OF ALPENA

NORTHEASTERN

LUMBER • ROOFING • SIDING
1261 M-32 • NEXT TO MEIJER • 989-356-2332

HILLMAN

RHIANNA 
GONZALES
Grade: 11
Career Pathway: Possible Tattooing
Parents: Amy Gonzalez, 
Rafael Santigo Gonzalez

Hobbies and interests: I’m part of youth group at 
New Beginnings Ministry. Other than that, I haven’t 
really done much lately.

Post graduate plans: I may get a tattoo license if I 
follow through with that career pathway.

“Local” hero or mentor: My dad is very important to 
me. Any time I do anything, I’m always thinking “How 
will this make dad feel?” or “How would this reflect on 
dad?”

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: People who use their race or gen-
der as an excuse for them not being as successful as 
someone else.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Although this 
is my first year in Northern Michigan, I do enjoy the 
long rides just for Walmart and other stores.

FORTISTAR
Biomass Group
Hillman Power Company

750 Progress Street • Hillman
Tel. (989) 742-4571 • Fax (989) 742-3723

PIED PIPER

LIAM 
GREGART
Parents:
Ken Grieve & Katie Gregart

Pied Piper School is proud to announce Liam 

as the newest student of the week.  Liam re-

cently started at Pied Piper School and has 

transitioned well.  He has learned the classroom 

rules, routines, and has made new friends.  Liam 

enjoys learning and excels in spelling his name, 

calendar activities, and counting.  During recess 

time Liam enjoys imaginary play with his peers, 

playing with trucks, and playing in the snow.  

Outside of school Liam likes looking at tractors 

with his Dad and spending time with family.

ALPENA-MONTMORENCY-ALCONA
EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 

DISTRICT
2118 US 23 South • Alpena, MI 49707

POSEN

SHELBY 
BRISBOIS
Grade: 9
Career Pathway:
Astronomy
Parents: Nancy Sitar and Rick Sitar

School Activities: Choir.

Hobbies and interests: Figure skating, drawing 
and learning about space. My interests are space 
and learning Japanese.

Post graduate plans: I hope to go to college to 
get a degree in astronomy to try to get into NASA.

“Local” hero or mentor: My grandpa.

If I could make the world better by changing 
one thing, it would be: Getting rid of all the pol-
lution in the world to help save people and ani-
mals from dying.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Exploring 
the woods, going on adventures and not worrying 
about a lot of crime.

ROGERS CITY

BETHANY 
BRUNING
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: 
Human Services
Parents: Cassie Cook & Dave Bruning

School Activities: Class of 2020, Vice President of the 
Class of 2020, National Honor Society and Choir. 

Hobbies and interests: My hobbies include: singing, 
reading, driving my jeep and spending time with my 
younger cousins.

Post graduate plans: I plan to continue my education 
at Saginaw Valley State University majoring in elemen-
tary education with a minor in special education.

“Local” hero or mentor: My local hero is my Aunt 
Megan Brege.  She is dedicated to her family and 
enjoys volunteering in the community.

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: To encourage people to be more 
kind to other people around them. Kindness goes a 
long way and you never know what someone could 
be going through.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Experiencing 
all four seasons. I love to spend my summer days at the 
Sandie’s on Grand Lake.  In the fall I can enjoy my time 
by going to Knaebe’s.

3182 US 23 South
Rogers City

989-734-2083

2236 US 23 S. • Alpena • 989-354-2171

2205 US 23 S.
Alpena, MI

989-356-4720
M-32 W.   • Alpena

www.walmart.com

E.J. PAUL AGENCY, LLC
Family Owned Since 1952

Life • Home • Farm • Auto • RV • Business 

(989) 785-4578
All types of Insurance • Atlanta

Mike Paul and Bob J. Paul - Agents

As Selected By Their School’s 
Administrative Staff

ATLANTA

TUCKER 
KENDRICK
Grade: 9
Career Pathway: 
Business or Engineering
Parents: Karen Kendrick, 
Todd Kendrick

School Activities: Football, Basketball, Baseball.

Hobbies and interests: Football, skiing, snowmobiling, 
boating.

Post graduate plans: I would like to go to college at the 
University of Michigan.

“Local” hero or mentor: My siblings, they have all been 
here for me during the hardest year of my life, while they 
are going through the same challenge.

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: To help people who have worked 
hard their whole life and are now struggling because they 
no longer can.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Having all four 
seasons.

ROGERS CITY

MACKENZIE 
BRUNING
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: Health Services - 
Nursing
Parents: Kyle & Mindy Bruning

School Activities: Softball, Key Club, National Honor Society, 
Yearbook, Class of 2021 - Secretary.

Hobbies and interests: My hobbies include softball and travel 
softball, hunting, bike riding, and being outdoors.

Post graduate plans: I plan to attend a Alpena Community 
College to pursue a BSN in nursing in the fall.

“Local” hero or mentor: My local heroes are my parents, Kyle 
and Mindy Bruning. My parents both guide me and encourage 
me to do my very best.

If I could make the world better by changing one thing, it 
would be: If I could make the world a better place, I would like 
everyone to be kind and treat each other with respect.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: The best part of grow-
ing up in northeast Michigan is nature’s beauty and you always 
feel welcomed and at home.

2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

ALCONA

MASON 
CLARK
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: 
Industrial Engineering
Parents: Wendy Lucas & Chad Clark

School Activities: Football & Basketball.

Hobbies and interests: Sports and video 
games.

Post graduate plans: Go to college.

“Local” hero or mentor: Jason Somers.

If I could make the world better by chang-
ing one thing, it would be: To give everyone 
a chance at higher education without the cost.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Being 
able to have easy access to the lake.

WINDOW & DOOR OF HARRISVILLE
NORTHEASTERN

LUMBER • ROOFING • SIDING
HARDWARE • RENTAL

345 North US Hwy. 23 • 1 Mile N. of M-72 • 989-724-6393

ALPENA

SAWYER 
HAUGERUD
Grade: 10
Career Pathway: Optometrist
Parents: Mark & Brydi Haugerud

Hobbies and interests: Art, fishing, reading and being with 
my friends.

Post graduate plans: I hope to be accepted into the Early 
College Program and later transfer to Michigan State Univer-
sity and then Ferris State University.

“Local” hero or mentor: I actually have two...Emma Gen-
try, because she has been so successful and driven with her 
hockey career, but remains humble, kind and caring which is 
such an inspiration to all. Also Emma Strong, who is one of 
the most positive, fun and kind people I’ve ever met. They’ve 
both always been there for me and have an amazing out-
look on life. I aspire to be like both of these amazing young 
women..

If I could make the world better by changing one thing, 
it would be: To end negativity and alleviate the pressure of 
people feeling they have to be perfect because that’s the bar 
social media sets.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: The lakes!

WINDOW & DOOR
OF ALPENA

NORTHEASTERN

LUMBER • ROOFING • SIDING
1261 M-32 • NEXT TO MEIJER • 989-356-2332

HILLMAN

RHIANNA 
GONZALES
Grade: 11
Career Pathway: Possible Tattooing
Parents: Amy Gonzalez, 
Rafael Santigo Gonzalez

Hobbies and interests: I’m part of youth group at 
New Beginnings Ministry. Other than that, I haven’t 
really done much lately.

Post graduate plans: I may get a tattoo license if I 
follow through with that career pathway.

“Local” hero or mentor: My dad is very important to 
me. Any time I do anything, I’m always thinking “How 
will this make dad feel?” or “How would this reflect on 
dad?”

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: People who use their race or gen-
der as an excuse for them not being as successful as 
someone else.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Although this 
is my first year in Northern Michigan, I do enjoy the 
long rides just for Walmart and other stores.

FORTISTAR
Biomass Group
Hillman Power Company

750 Progress Street • Hillman
Tel. (989) 742-4571 • Fax (989) 742-3723

PIED PIPER

LIAM 
GREGART
Parents: 
Ken Grieve & Katie Gregart

Pied Piper School is proud to announce Liam 

as the newest student of the week.  Liam re-

cently started at Pied Piper School and has 

transitioned well.  He has learned the classroom 

rules, routines, and has made new friends.  Liam 

enjoys learning and excels in spelling his name, 

calendar activities, and counting.  During recess 

time Liam enjoys imaginary play with his peers, 

playing with trucks, and playing in the snow.  

Outside of school Liam likes looking at tractors 

with his Dad and spending time with family.

ALPENA-MONTMORENCY-ALCONA
EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 

DISTRICT
2118 US 23 South • Alpena, MI 49707

POSEN

SHELBY 
BRISBOIS
Grade: 9
Career Pathway: 
Astronomy
Parents: Nancy Sitar and Rick Sitar

School Activities: Choir.

Hobbies and interests: Figure skating, drawing 
and learning about space. My interests are space 
and learning Japanese.

Post graduate plans: I hope to go to college to 
get a degree in astronomy to try to get into NASA.

“Local” hero or mentor: My grandpa.

If I could make the world better by changing 
one thing, it would be: Getting rid of all the pol-
lution in the world to help save people and ani-
mals from dying.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Exploring 
the woods, going on adventures and not worrying 
about a lot of crime.

ROGERS CITY

BETHANY 
BRUNING
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: 
Human Services
Parents: Cassie Cook & Dave Bruning

School Activities: Class of 2020, Vice President of the 
Class of 2020, National Honor Society and Choir. 

Hobbies and interests: My hobbies include: singing, 
reading, driving my jeep and spending time with my 
younger cousins.

Post graduate plans: I plan to continue my education 
at Saginaw Valley State University majoring in elemen-
tary education with a minor in special education.

“Local” hero or mentor: My local hero is my Aunt  
Megan Brege.  She is dedicated to her family and  
enjoys volunteering in the community.

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: To encourage people to be more 
kind to other people around them. Kindness goes a 
long way and you never know what someone could 
be going through.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Experiencing 
all four seasons. I love to spend my summer days at the 
Sandie’s on Grand Lake.  In the fall I can enjoy my time 
by going to Knaebe’s.

3182 US 23 South
Rogers City

989-734-2083

2236 US 23 S. • Alpena • 989-354-2171

2205 US 23 S.
Alpena, MI

989-356-4720
M-32 W.   • Alpena

www.walmart.com

E.J. PAUL AGENCY, LLC 
Family Owned Since 1952

Life • Home • Farm • Auto • RV • Business 

(989) 785-4578
All types of Insurance • Atlanta

Mike Paul and Bob J. Paul - Agents

As Selected By Their School’s 
Administrative Staff

POSEN

HAILEY 
STYMA
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: Agribusiness 
Management
Parents: Erwin & Carey Styma

School Activities: Pep Club, Trip Club, S.A.D.D., Volleyball 
and Softball.

Hobbies and interests: Dance, photography, farming.

Post graduate plans: I plan on attending ACC for 2 years 
and then transferring to MSU for 2 years.

“Local” hero or mentor: My father, Erwin Styma because 
he has inspired me to go to college for farming.

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: To put the world at peace.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Having a nice 
community and friends.

2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

ALCONA

MASON 
CLARK
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: 
Industrial Engineering
Parents: Wendy Lucas & Chad Clark

School Activities: Football & Basketball.

Hobbies and interests: Sports and video 
games.

Post graduate plans: Go to college.

“Local” hero or mentor: Jason Somers.

If I could make the world better by chang-
ing one thing, it would be: To give everyone 
a chance at higher education without the cost.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Being 
able to have easy access to the lake.

WINDOW & DOOR OF HARRISVILLE
NORTHEASTERN

LUMBER • ROOFING • SIDING
HARDWARE • RENTAL

345 North US Hwy. 23 • 1 Mile N. of M-72 • 989-724-6393

ALPENA

SAWYER 
HAUGERUD
Grade: 10
Career Pathway: Optometrist
Parents: Mark & Brydi Haugerud

Hobbies and interests: Art, fishing, reading and being with 
my friends.

Post graduate plans: I hope to be accepted into the Early 
College Program and later transfer to Michigan State Univer-
sity and then Ferris State University.

“Local” hero or mentor: I actually have two...Emma Gen-
try, because she has been so successful and driven with her 
hockey career, but remains humble, kind and caring which is 
such an inspiration to all. Also Emma Strong, who is one of 
the most positive, fun and kind people I’ve ever met. They’ve 
both always been there for me and have an amazing out-
look on life. I aspire to be like both of these amazing young 
women..

If I could make the world better by changing one thing, 
it would be: To end negativity and alleviate the pressure of 
people feeling they have to be perfect because that’s the bar 
social media sets.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: The lakes!

WINDOW & DOOR
OF ALPENA

NORTHEASTERN

LUMBER • ROOFING • SIDING
1261 M-32 • NEXT TO MEIJER • 989-356-2332

HILLMAN

RHIANNA 
GONZALES
Grade: 11
Career Pathway: Possible Tattooing
Parents: Amy Gonzalez, 
Rafael Santigo Gonzalez

Hobbies and interests: I’m part of youth group at 
New Beginnings Ministry. Other than that, I haven’t 
really done much lately.

Post graduate plans: I may get a tattoo license if I 
follow through with that career pathway.

“Local” hero or mentor: My dad is very important to 
me. Any time I do anything, I’m always thinking “How 
will this make dad feel?” or “How would this reflect on 
dad?”

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: People who use their race or gen-
der as an excuse for them not being as successful as 
someone else.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Although this 
is my first year in Northern Michigan, I do enjoy the 
long rides just for Walmart and other stores.

FORTISTAR
Biomass Group
Hillman Power Company

750 Progress Street • Hillman
Tel. (989) 742-4571 • Fax (989) 742-3723

PIED PIPER

LIAM 
GREGART
Parents: 
Ken Grieve & Katie Gregart

Pied Piper School is proud to announce Liam 

as the newest student of the week.  Liam re-

cently started at Pied Piper School and has 

transitioned well.  He has learned the classroom 

rules, routines, and has made new friends.  Liam 

enjoys learning and excels in spelling his name, 

calendar activities, and counting.  During recess 

time Liam enjoys imaginary play with his peers, 

playing with trucks, and playing in the snow.  

Outside of school Liam likes looking at tractors 

with his Dad and spending time with family.

ALPENA-MONTMORENCY-ALCONA
EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 

DISTRICT
2118 US 23 South • Alpena, MI 49707

POSEN

SHELBY 
BRISBOIS
Grade: 9
Career Pathway: 
Astronomy
Parents: Nancy Sitar and Rick Sitar

School Activities: Choir.

Hobbies and interests: Figure skating, drawing 
and learning about space. My interests are space 
and learning Japanese.

Post graduate plans: I hope to go to college to 
get a degree in astronomy to try to get into NASA.

“Local” hero or mentor: My grandpa.

If I could make the world better by changing 
one thing, it would be: Getting rid of all the pol-
lution in the world to help save people and ani-
mals from dying.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Exploring 
the woods, going on adventures and not worrying 
about a lot of crime.

ROGERS CITY

BETHANY 
BRUNING
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: 
Human Services
Parents: Cassie Cook & Dave Bruning

School Activities: Class of 2020, Vice President of the 
Class of 2020, National Honor Society and Choir. 

Hobbies and interests: My hobbies include: singing, 
reading, driving my jeep and spending time with my 
younger cousins.

Post graduate plans: I plan to continue my education 
at Saginaw Valley State University majoring in elemen-
tary education with a minor in special education.

“Local” hero or mentor: My local hero is my Aunt  
Megan Brege.  She is dedicated to her family and  
enjoys volunteering in the community.

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: To encourage people to be more 
kind to other people around them. Kindness goes a 
long way and you never know what someone could 
be going through.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Experiencing 
all four seasons. I love to spend my summer days at the 
Sandie’s on Grand Lake.  In the fall I can enjoy my time 
by going to Knaebe’s.

3182 US 23 South
Rogers City

989-734-2083

2236 US 23 S. • Alpena • 989-354-2171

2205 US 23 S.
Alpena, MI

989-356-4720
M-32 W.   • Alpena

www.walmart.com

E.J. PAUL AGENCY, LLC 
Family Owned Since 1952

Life • Home • Farm • Auto • RV • Business 

(989) 785-4578
All types of Insurance • Atlanta

Mike Paul and Bob J. Paul - Agents

As Selected By Their School’s 
Administrative Staff

PIED PIPER

FELIX 
SHOLES
Parents:  
Christopher & Brianna Sholes

Felix comes into school each day full of laughter and 

smiles.  He has worked extremely hard at improving 

his utensil skills and communication skills during 

meal times.  He has also improved his ability to learn 

in a whole-group setting with his peers and partici-

pate during instructional activities.  Felix is a joy to 

have in class and we are very proud of his progress 

thus far!  Keep up the excellent work, Felix!

2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

ALCONA

MASON 
CLARK
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: 
Industrial Engineering
Parents: Wendy Lucas & Chad Clark

School Activities: Football & Basketball.

Hobbies and interests: Sports and video 
games.

Post graduate plans: Go to college.

“Local” hero or mentor: Jason Somers.

If I could make the world better by chang-
ing one thing, it would be: To give everyone 
a chance at higher education without the cost.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Being 
able to have easy access to the lake.

WINDOW & DOOR OF HARRISVILLE
NORTHEASTERN

LUMBER • ROOFING • SIDING
HARDWARE • RENTAL

345 North US Hwy. 23 • 1 Mile N. of M-72 • 989-724-6393

ALPENA

SAWYER 
HAUGERUD
Grade: 10
Career Pathway: Optometrist
Parents: Mark & Brydi Haugerud

Hobbies and interests: Art, fishing, reading and being with 
my friends.

Post graduate plans: I hope to be accepted into the Early 
College Program and later transfer to Michigan State Univer-
sity and then Ferris State University.

“Local” hero or mentor: I actually have two...Emma Gen-
try, because she has been so successful and driven with her 
hockey career, but remains humble, kind and caring which is 
such an inspiration to all. Also Emma Strong, who is one of 
the most positive, fun and kind people I’ve ever met. They’ve 
both always been there for me and have an amazing out-
look on life. I aspire to be like both of these amazing young 
women..

If I could make the world better by changing one thing, 
it would be: To end negativity and alleviate the pressure of 
people feeling they have to be perfect because that’s the bar 
social media sets.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: The lakes!

WINDOW & DOOR
OF ALPENA

NORTHEASTERN

LUMBER • ROOFING • SIDING
1261 M-32 • NEXT TO MEIJER • 989-356-2332

HILLMAN

RHIANNA 
GONZALES
Grade: 11
Career Pathway: Possible Tattooing
Parents: Amy Gonzalez, 
Rafael Santigo Gonzalez

Hobbies and interests: I’m part of youth group at 
New Beginnings Ministry. Other than that, I haven’t 
really done much lately.

Post graduate plans: I may get a tattoo license if I 
follow through with that career pathway.

“Local” hero or mentor: My dad is very important to 
me. Any time I do anything, I’m always thinking “How 
will this make dad feel?” or “How would this reflect on 
dad?”

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: People who use their race or gen-
der as an excuse for them not being as successful as 
someone else.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Although this 
is my first year in Northern Michigan, I do enjoy the 
long rides just for Walmart and other stores.

FORTISTAR
Biomass Group
Hillman Power Company

750 Progress Street • Hillman
Tel. (989) 742-4571 • Fax (989) 742-3723

PIED PIPER

LIAM 
GREGART
Parents: 
Ken Grieve & Katie Gregart

Pied Piper School is proud to announce Liam 

as the newest student of the week.  Liam re-

cently started at Pied Piper School and has 

transitioned well.  He has learned the classroom 

rules, routines, and has made new friends.  Liam 

enjoys learning and excels in spelling his name, 

calendar activities, and counting.  During recess 

time Liam enjoys imaginary play with his peers, 

playing with trucks, and playing in the snow.  

Outside of school Liam likes looking at tractors 

with his Dad and spending time with family.

ALPENA-MONTMORENCY-ALCONA
EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 

DISTRICT
2118 US 23 South • Alpena, MI 49707

POSEN

SHELBY 
BRISBOIS
Grade: 9
Career Pathway: 
Astronomy
Parents: Nancy Sitar and Rick Sitar

School Activities: Choir.

Hobbies and interests: Figure skating, drawing 
and learning about space. My interests are space 
and learning Japanese.

Post graduate plans: I hope to go to college to 
get a degree in astronomy to try to get into NASA.

“Local” hero or mentor: My grandpa.

If I could make the world better by changing 
one thing, it would be: Getting rid of all the pol-
lution in the world to help save people and ani-
mals from dying.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Exploring 
the woods, going on adventures and not worrying 
about a lot of crime.

ROGERS CITY

BETHANY 
BRUNING
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: 
Human Services
Parents: Cassie Cook & Dave Bruning

School Activities: Class of 2020, Vice President of the 
Class of 2020, National Honor Society and Choir. 

Hobbies and interests: My hobbies include: singing, 
reading, driving my jeep and spending time with my 
younger cousins.

Post graduate plans: I plan to continue my education 
at Saginaw Valley State University majoring in elemen-
tary education with a minor in special education.

“Local” hero or mentor: My local hero is my Aunt  
Megan Brege.  She is dedicated to her family and  
enjoys volunteering in the community.

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: To encourage people to be more 
kind to other people around them. Kindness goes a 
long way and you never know what someone could 
be going through.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Experiencing 
all four seasons. I love to spend my summer days at the 
Sandie’s on Grand Lake.  In the fall I can enjoy my time 
by going to Knaebe’s.

3182 US 23 South
Rogers City

989-734-2083

2236 US 23 S. • Alpena • 989-354-2171

2205 US 23 S.
Alpena, MI

989-356-4720
M-32 W.   • Alpena

www.walmart.com

E.J. PAUL AGENCY, LLC 
Family Owned Since 1952

Life • Home • Farm • Auto • RV • Business 

(989) 785-4578
All types of Insurance • Atlanta

Mike Paul and Bob J. Paul - Agents

As Selected By Their School’s 
Administrative Staff

HILLMAN

BRADY 
FIRMAN
Grade: 11
Career Pathway: Electrical Engineer
Parents: Rick & Shanna Firman

School Activities: Baseball, Basketball.

Hobbies and interests: Hunting, sports.

Post graduate plans: Attend college and pursue career 
pathway.

“Local” hero or mentor: My dad.

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: Ending discrimination.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: The Locality.

2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

ALCONA

MASON 
CLARK
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: 
Industrial Engineering
Parents: Wendy Lucas & Chad Clark

School Activities: Football & Basketball.

Hobbies and interests: Sports and video 
games.

Post graduate plans: Go to college.

“Local” hero or mentor: Jason Somers.

If I could make the world better by chang-
ing one thing, it would be: To give everyone 
a chance at higher education without the cost.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Being 
able to have easy access to the lake.

WINDOW & DOOR OF HARRISVILLE
NORTHEASTERN

LUMBER • ROOFING • SIDING
HARDWARE • RENTAL

345 North US Hwy. 23 • 1 Mile N. of M-72 • 989-724-6393

ALPENA

SAWYER 
HAUGERUD
Grade: 10
Career Pathway: Optometrist
Parents: Mark & Brydi Haugerud

Hobbies and interests: Art, fishing, reading and being with 
my friends.

Post graduate plans: I hope to be accepted into the Early 
College Program and later transfer to Michigan State Univer-
sity and then Ferris State University.

“Local” hero or mentor: I actually have two...Emma Gen-
try, because she has been so successful and driven with her 
hockey career, but remains humble, kind and caring which is 
such an inspiration to all. Also Emma Strong, who is one of 
the most positive, fun and kind people I’ve ever met. They’ve 
both always been there for me and have an amazing out-
look on life. I aspire to be like both of these amazing young 
women..

If I could make the world better by changing one thing, 
it would be: To end negativity and alleviate the pressure of 
people feeling they have to be perfect because that’s the bar 
social media sets.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: The lakes!

WINDOW & DOOR
OF ALPENA

NORTHEASTERN

LUMBER • ROOFING • SIDING
1261 M-32 • NEXT TO MEIJER • 989-356-2332

HILLMAN

RHIANNA 
GONZALES
Grade: 11
Career Pathway: Possible Tattooing
Parents: Amy Gonzalez, 
Rafael Santigo Gonzalez

Hobbies and interests: I’m part of youth group at 
New Beginnings Ministry. Other than that, I haven’t 
really done much lately.

Post graduate plans: I may get a tattoo license if I 
follow through with that career pathway.

“Local” hero or mentor: My dad is very important to 
me. Any time I do anything, I’m always thinking “How 
will this make dad feel?” or “How would this reflect on 
dad?”

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: People who use their race or gen-
der as an excuse for them not being as successful as 
someone else.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Although this 
is my first year in Northern Michigan, I do enjoy the 
long rides just for Walmart and other stores.

FORTISTAR
Biomass Group
Hillman Power Company

750 Progress Street • Hillman
Tel. (989) 742-4571 • Fax (989) 742-3723

PIED PIPER

LIAM 
GREGART
Parents: 
Ken Grieve & Katie Gregart

Pied Piper School is proud to announce Liam 

as the newest student of the week.  Liam re-

cently started at Pied Piper School and has 

transitioned well.  He has learned the classroom 

rules, routines, and has made new friends.  Liam 

enjoys learning and excels in spelling his name, 

calendar activities, and counting.  During recess 

time Liam enjoys imaginary play with his peers, 

playing with trucks, and playing in the snow.  

Outside of school Liam likes looking at tractors 

with his Dad and spending time with family.

ALPENA-MONTMORENCY-ALCONA
EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 

DISTRICT
2118 US 23 South • Alpena, MI 49707

POSEN

SHELBY 
BRISBOIS
Grade: 9
Career Pathway: 
Astronomy
Parents: Nancy Sitar and Rick Sitar

School Activities: Choir.

Hobbies and interests: Figure skating, drawing 
and learning about space. My interests are space 
and learning Japanese.

Post graduate plans: I hope to go to college to 
get a degree in astronomy to try to get into NASA.

“Local” hero or mentor: My grandpa.

If I could make the world better by changing 
one thing, it would be: Getting rid of all the pol-
lution in the world to help save people and ani-
mals from dying.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Exploring 
the woods, going on adventures and not worrying 
about a lot of crime.

ROGERS CITY

BETHANY 
BRUNING
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: 
Human Services
Parents: Cassie Cook & Dave Bruning

School Activities: Class of 2020, Vice President of the 
Class of 2020, National Honor Society and Choir. 

Hobbies and interests: My hobbies include: singing, 
reading, driving my jeep and spending time with my 
younger cousins.

Post graduate plans: I plan to continue my education 
at Saginaw Valley State University majoring in elemen-
tary education with a minor in special education.

“Local” hero or mentor: My local hero is my Aunt  
Megan Brege.  She is dedicated to her family and  
enjoys volunteering in the community.

If I could make the world better by changing one 
thing, it would be: To encourage people to be more 
kind to other people around them. Kindness goes a 
long way and you never know what someone could 
be going through.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Experiencing 
all four seasons. I love to spend my summer days at the 
Sandie’s on Grand Lake.  In the fall I can enjoy my time 
by going to Knaebe’s.

3182 US 23 South
Rogers City

989-734-2083

2236 US 23 S. • Alpena • 989-354-2171

2205 US 23 S.
Alpena, MI

989-356-4720
M-32 W.   • Alpena

www.walmart.com

E.J. PAUL AGENCY, LLC 
Family Owned Since 1952

Life • Home • Farm • Auto • RV • Business 

(989) 785-4578
All types of Insurance • Atlanta

Mike Paul and Bob J. Paul - Agents

As Selected By Their School’s 
Administrative Staff

ALCONA

SELAH 
BALDWIN
Grade: 9
Career Pathway: Movie Director or 
Producer, something in the
film industry.
Parents: Jeremy & Nanci Baldwin

School Activities: I don’t usually participate in clubs or sports, 
though I am going to join FFA.

Hobbies and interests: Drawing, writing, Taekwon-do, and 
reading.

Post graduate plans: I want to go to Ferris State for a film de-
gree.

“Local” hero or mentor: My mom. She is a massive inspiration 
to me. She never gives up on anything she sets out to do and 
is always kind to people. I want to be like that when I’m older.

If I could make the world better by changing one thing, it 
would be: Making film and media more honest so we wouldn’t 
have to fight over who’s facts are correct or not.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: For me, the best part of 
growing up in Northeast Michigan is how you can find a patch 
of woods pretty much anywhere.
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK

ALCONA

ZACHARY 
STEPHENSON
Grade: 11
Career Pathway: 
Undecided
Parents: Scott & Lisa Stephenson

 School Activities: Football, Basketball, 
Baseball, Student Council.
 
Hobbies and interests: Sports, hunting.

 Post graduate plans: Undecided.

 “Local” hero or mentor: Alex Cole.

 If I could make the world better by changing 
one thing,  it would be: Stop world hunger.

 The best part of growing up in NE MI: Snow in 
the winter and sunburn in the summer.

WINDOW & DOOR OF HARRISVILLE
NORTHEASTERN

LUMBER • ROOFING • SIDING
HARDWARE • RENTAL

345 North US Hwy. 23 • 1 Mile N. of M-72 • 989-724-6393

HILLMAN

KYLEE 
VENTIMIGLIA-
GREENE
Grade: 11
 Career Pathway: Undecided
Parents: Cody & Nicole Greene

 School Activities: Softball & Yearbook. 
Hobbies and interests: Photography, painting & 
4-H.

 Post graduate plans: Undecided. Somewhere in 
Industrial trades.

 “Local” hero or mentor: My grandpa Joe. He is 
always trying to make others happy, and helps ev-
eryone he can.

 If I could make the world better by changing 
one thing,  it would be: More equality for all and 
not having it based on your past.

 The best part of growing up in NE MI: I love be-
ing able to experience all four seasons. Lake days 
in summer, hunting in fall, and snowboarding in 
winter.

FORTISTAR
Biomass Group
Hillman Power Company

750 Progress Street • Hillman
Tel. (989) 742-4571 • Fax (989) 742-3723

PIED PIPER

KIERRA 
BARRETT
Parent: 
Crystal Guitar

Kierra was nominated as Pied Piper’s Student 
of the Week for being successful in academ-
ics.  Kierra has made great academic gains this 
school year in speech, writing her name, and in 
math.  She is a classroom leader with her peers 
by following classroom rules, participating in 
school activities, and being kind to her peers.  
Kierra has helped a new student transition into 
the class.  She is ready to greet her friends each 
morning.  Kierra loves spending time with her 
family, shopping with her mom, and has a great 
imagination.

ALPENA-MONTMORENCY-ALCONA
EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 

DISTRICT
2118 US 23 South • Alpena, MI 49707

ROGERS CITY

AUSTIN 
SCHLEBEN
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: 
Industrial Engineering/Tech
Parents: Kari & Elmer Schleben, Jr.

   School Activities: Class of 2020 and Industrial Maintenance. 

Hobbies and interests: My hobbies include hunting – both 
large and small game animals, � shing, tinkering and repairing 
small engines and � xing mechanical things and hanging out 
with my friends. 
Post graduate plans: I plan to attend Alpena Community 
College in the fall for the electrical linesman program. Upon 
completing the electrical program at ACC I want to be gain-
fully employed in the electrical � eld.

 “Local” hero or mentor: My local hero is Mr. Kirk Schaedig.  
Kirk is the kind of man you want to aspire to be – he teaches 
me something new every day, he is always ready with a plan 
of action and ready for work. He also has a great sense of hu-
mor that makes me laugh daily.

If I could make the world better by changing one thing, 
 it would be: to construct windmills to upgrade our powered 
sources in Northern Michigan. 

The best part of growing up in NE MI: snow, snow days, the 
outdoor activities and experiences, living in the middle of no-
where with lots of freedom.

3182 US 23 South
Rogers City

989-734-2083

POSEN

MARIAH 
NEWHOUSE
Grade: 9
Career Pathway: 
Physical Therapist
Parents: Suellen Mertz & 
Harold Newhouse

 School Activities: Volleyball, Basketball, Pep 
Club, and Trip Club.
 
Hobbies and interests: I like to hang out with my 
friends and play sports.
  
Post graduate plans: Attend a University.
  
“Local” hero or mentor: Mrs. Sharpe.

 I f I could make the world better by changing 
one thing,  it would be: To � nd a cure for all ill-
nesses.
  
The best part of growing up in NE MI: Having 
lakes to swim in and not a lot of crime.

2236 US 23 S. • Alpena • 989-354-2171

2205 US 23 S.
Alpena, MI

989-356-4720

M-32 W.   • Alpena
www.walmart.com

E.J. PAUL AGENCY, LLC 
Family Owned Since 1952

Life • Home • Farm • Auto • RV • Business 

(989) 785-4578
All types of Insurance • Atlanta

Mike Paul and Bob J. Paul - Agents

2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR
As Selected By Their School’s 

Administrative Staff

WINDOW & DOOR
OF ALPENA

NORTHEASTERN

LUMBER • ROOFING • SIDING
1261 M-32 • NEXT TO MEIJER • 989-356-2332

ACES

TIM 
SWAGER
Grade: 12
Career Pathway: Undecided
Parents: Dave Swager, 
Amanda & Jeremy Hamann

Hobbies and interests: Walks, longboarding, swimming.

Post graduate plans: Undecided.

If I could make the world better by changing one 

thing, it would be: Wipe out coronavirus.

The best part of growing up in NE MI: Safe streets

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

By KIM COOK
Associated Press

In this winter of hunkering 
down at home, there’s a trend 
that’s just right for the times: 
quilts as decor and as art.

An artistic quilt might be 
displayed prominently on a 
wall, thrown over a couch, 
or just folded and hung from 
the rungs of a ladder. (Or you 
could cozy up with it.)

“Quilts bring warmth, 
depth and texture to any 
room,” says Suzy Williams, 
a quilter and graphic designer 
in Oak Park, Illinois. She of-
fers tutorials and patterns for 
quilt making on her website, 
Suzy Quilts.

“Step back to the far edg-
es of a room and see a quilt’s 
geometric design and color 
patterns as a whole com-
position. Or stand inches 
away and observe the luxu-
rious combinations of fabric, 
stitching, batting density and 

glorious handmade varia-
tion,” she says.

Contemporary artists have 
added new twists to the age-
old craft.

“Designers are modern-
izing and refreshing the aes-
thetic,” says Laura Preston, 
founder and designer at Vaci-
lando Quilting Co. in Austin, 
Texas. Since she introduced 
wall quilts in 2018, she says, 
they have become the compa-
ny’s best sellers.

“Hanging a quilt on the 
wall or incorporating quilted 
items into your home is a tac-
tile alternative to traditional 
decor that can provide tex-
ture, softness, and even sound 
dampening,’’ Preston says. 

Other uses of quilts in de-
cor: “We’ve made quilted pil-
lows, pouches, table runners 
and even coats, and hope to 
continue experimenting and 
pushing the boundaries of 
what a quilt can be,” she says.

MIXING OLD AND NEW
Los Angeles-based artist 

Sabrina Gschwandtner has 
created a quilt series stitching 
together 16 mm and 35 mm 
film strips and backlighting 
them with a lightbox to il-
luminate the patterns. She 
began the project, “Hands 
at Work,” in 2009 when a 
friend gave her some film be-
ing cleared out of the Fashion 
Institute of Technology’s An-
thology Film Archives.

One example from the col-
lection will be on view at Ben-
tonville, Arkansas’ Crystal 
Bridges Museum of Modern 
Art in February. Gschwandt-
ner has other works at Los 
Angeles’ Shoshana Wayne 
Gallery.

The project “uses film 
from every movie in my 
collection,” she says, and in-
cludes footage “of hands at 
work on many forms of craft, 
like dyeing, knitting, crochet-

ing and quilting.”
Another quilt artist, Col-

leen Clines, went to India 
while attending the Rhode Is-
land School of Design; work-
ing with textiles with women 
there inspired her to found 
the non-profit Anchal Proj-
ect with her sister Maggie. 
They now employ over 150 
artisans in India as well as in 
their native Louisville, Ken-
tucky. Their minimalist quilt 
designs (some available at the 
retailer Brooklinen ) refer-
ence landscapes, architecture 
and photographs

Other quilters are melding 
the motifs of vintage fabrics 
with modern design. The re-
tailer Garnet Hill’s Johanna 
quilt, for instance, features 
mini-floral printed circles laid 
out in a grid and sown onto a 
solid background. The Agnes 
quilt has a graphic block-print 
pattern in either vibrant red or 
soft gray, on a creamy white 
background. 

And at Kiva Motnyk’s 
Thompson Street Studio in 
New York City, there’s a 
patchwork quilt fashioned 
from over 200 pieces in an 
array of blues, creams and 
whites. It calls to mind vin-
tage ceramic tiles as well as 
traditional quilt squares. Her 
Sol cotton/linen quilt is a 
geometric abstract rendered 
in soft hues of berry, lavender 
and pink.
DISPLAYING QUILTS

Brooklyn-based quilt mak-
er Caroline Z. Hurley offers a 
large ash wood quilt hanger. 
Clamp the edge of the textile 
between two wooden straps, 
and an aluminum cleat at-
taches it to the wall. 

Vacilando’s wall quilts 
come with a wooden dowel 
and hanging tabs. 

You might want to mount 
your quilt on something; Wil-
liams’ site suggests materials 
like foamcore or composite 
board. 

The Louise Gray studio in 
Minneapolis offers two sizes 
of quilt hangers, small and 
large. Choose hickory or wal-
nut wood, with black, brass or 
silver hardware. The studio’s 
“little quilts” measure 3-by-4 
feet. Designs are minimal-
ist, and the color palette is a 
soothing mix of hues like nut-
meg, peach, heather, mango 
and yarrow. 

Mini quilts, or quilt frag-
ments, can also be framed in 
shadow boxes or sturdy pic-
ture frames; you’ll find DIY 
videos online.

New York interior de-
signer Glenn Gissler, who 
frequently includes contem-
porary wall art in his projects, 
advises quilt owners to take 
care with the textiles.

“They need to be out of di-
rect sun. Keeping air around 
them would be a good idea,” 
he advises. And give them 
a gentle but thorough shake 
now and then to remove dust.
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“We’re Wishing YOU and YOURS a
Wonderful, Joy Filled and Healthy New Year!”

Now this is the last vacant 2 acres of 
the Thunder Bay River inside the city! 
You now can develop this wonderful and 
rare piece of property as a nursing home, 
office building and any other usage you 
can dream of. There are 8 lots to enjoy 
and seller is including them all! Call to-
day for your map and more information! 
$375,000  309671

OVER 480’ RIVER FRONTAGE

CALL MARGIE HAAXMA 989- 464-7209
This special building spot is handy to 
the subdivision, the first on the right. 
Easy in and out. Underground utilities 
are completed and the municipal water 
and sewer are ready for your hook up! 
You’re memories are just a few days 
away! $28,500 318296

BUILDING SITE IN SUBDIVISION

CALL MARGIE HAAXMA 989- 464-7209

989-356-1177 • 259 S. Ripley Blvd.

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED 
SINCE 1990 WITH 

WORLDWIDE EXPOSURE!

★ ★ 1 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 1 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 1 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 1 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 1 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 1 ★ ★

Four bedroom home on 2+ acres just 

waiting for your personal touch. Wood 

floors in living room/bedrooms, new 

roof in 2018, home was professional 

insulated in 2017 $49,900 201810040

2+ ACRES

CALL FILIPPA WITMAN 989-884-3002
Well established Up North business opportunity 
with nearly 3,000 sq.ft. Busy Sunoco Gas Station 
Convenience Store is popular with the locals! Includes 
State of Michigan Lottery, beer and wine sales, hunt-
ing/fishing license, convenient drive-thru window, 
sandwich deli & LP gas exchange. Located on main 
highway in Village of Hillman. Lighted canopy fuel-
ing stations on 2 acre parcel. Fuel hauling contract 
with Corrigan Oil transfers to new owner and inven-
tory can be purchased separately. $139,900  323248

HILLTOP PARTY STORE

CALL AMANDA HUNT 989-255-3828

Land Contract Terms Available! Com-
pletely remodeled with all equipment and 
tables, chairs, booths, salad bar, kitchen 
equipment and service ware included. 
Roof new in 2017, furnace in 2018. 
Newer flooring, walk in cooler, refreeze. 
Why not make a great Tony’s Hamburger 
Shoppe. Alpena would love it! $114,500 
322146

WELL ESTABLISHED RESTAURANT

CALL MARGIE HAAXMA 989- 464-7209
Situated in the heart of big deer country, 
with log camp with attached mobile home! 
Property has flowing well, septic/drain field, 
trails, and blinds, and is situated across from 
farm land. 100% wooded with a combina-
tion of everything, including a cedar swamp 
that’ll keep the big ones coming! This parcel 
has not been hunted or occupied in several 
years. $92,000 317775

60 ACRES

CALL LISA TIMM 989-657-2856

Margie Haaxma
464-7209

Kurt Haaxma
464-7208

Lisa Timm
657-2856

Amanda Hunt
255-3828

Filippa Witman
884-3002

Robert Sylvester
255-3479

Amy Belanger
464-7888

Sharon Kirby
Closing Coordinator

Brooke Ranshaw
Media-MLS

Thank you for serving our 
community!

601 River St. • Alpena • (989) 356-0214

BOYS & 
GIRLS 
CLUB 
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259 S. Ripley Blvd. • Alpena
Office: 989-356-1177 or 

Cell: 989-464-7209 • bannerrealty.com 

The year began with an office staff change, Orlando Top Agent Conference, Covid 
pandemic, no house showings or listing for 3 months, new total office online business 
program, zoom meetings, 2 more new office staff, 3 Banner Realty sales agents in top 

10 of 300 board agents (in 4 Counties) AND THIS CLOSING making this the 
BEST YEAR EVER of my personal gross sales!!! 

GOD HAD THIS COVERED TOO!

“Thank You for Your Trust! ”
STORY OF REAL ESTATE 2020

margie@bannerrealty.com

Margie Haaxma 
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It's a Great Time to Sell!

www.facebook.com/remaxnewhorizonsalpena

Selling your home can be puzzling. 
Our RE/MAX agents can fill in the missing pieces 

and assist you through the process.

Call one of our professionals today!
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Quilt artists create textiles to admire or cozy up with

AP Photo
This image provided by Sabrina Gschwandtner shows a 
quilt entitled “Hands at Work III”. Los Angeles-based 
artist Sabrina Gschwandtner has created a quilt series 
stitching together 16 mm and 35 mm film strips and 
backlighting them with a lightbox to illuminate the pat-
terns. She began the project, “Hands at Work,” in 2009 
when a friend gave her some film being cleared out of 
the Fashion Institute of Technology’s Anthology Film 
Archives.

Wednesdays
Student of the Week

(During the school months)

Tuesdays
Calendar of Events

Thursdays
Real Estate



WE COVER IT ALL - 360˚ REACH            RETAIL & CLASSIFIEDS

Front Page Ad
3c x 1.5”

(4.949”x1.5”)

Quarter Page 
Vertical

3c x 10.5”
(4.949”x10.5”)

Eighth Page
3c x 5”

(4.949”x5”)

Full Page Ad
6c x 21.5”

(10”x21.5”)

Classified Ad
2c x 5”

(2.426”x5”)

ROP Ad Size Reference Chart (6 column Format) Classified Ad Size Reference
(8 column Format)

*Fill out form for complete rates on final page



www.thealpenanews.com eXpress

SHOPPERS’

RATE CARD
Effective January 1, 2021

Sign me up for The Alpena News newsletter.

Access the Media Guide

First Name*

Last Name*

Business Email*

Company Name*

Your Role*

Complete this form for more information.


